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Over 5.3 million  
higher education students study abroad.
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◼  United States — 28%
◼  United Kingdom — 11%
◼  Germany — 9%
◼  France — 7%
◼  Australia — 4%
◼  Japan — 3%
◼  Spain — 2%
◼  Belgium — 2%
◼  Other — 34%2001
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I N B O U N D  S T U D E N T S  I N  S E L E C T  C O U N T R I E S

T O P  H O S T  D E S T I N AT I O N S ,  2001 & 2019

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T S  A S  P E R C E N TA G E  O F  T O TA L  H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N

A C A D E M I C  L E V E L S  &  D E G R E E  T Y P E S  O F  I N B O U N D  S T U D E N T S

O U T B O U N D  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  M O B I L I T Y  B Y  R E G I O N ,  2007 & 2017
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◼  undergraduate degree/qualification
◼  undergraduate non-degree
◼  graduate degree/qualification
◼  graduate non-degree
◼  other or unspecified

Figures in this report reflect the most recent  data available by Project Atlas country and data partners at the time of publication. Visit website for details. WWW.IIE.ORG / ProjectAtlas

2019
5.3 million students

◼  United States — 21%
◼  United Kingdom — 9%
◼  China — 9%
◼  Canada — 8%
◼  Australia  — 8%
◼  France — 7%
◼  Russia — 6%
◼  Germany — 5%
◼ Japan-4%
◼ Spain-2%
◼  Other —21%

500,000 1,000,000

Australia, Canada, the U.K., and New Zealand 
host the largest shares of international students in comparison  
to their total higher education populations. 
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Total number of international students in host country:

◼ > 1,000,000 ◼ 300,001–500,000 ◼ 100,001–300,000 ◼ 50,001–100,000 ◼ 20,001–50,000 ◼ ≤ 20,000 or not Project Atlas partner

L E A D I N G  P L A C E S  O F  O R I G I N  O F  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  S T U D E N T S  B Y  H O S T  C O U N T R Y

Source: Project Atlas, 2019

Germany
CHINA                              36,915                                
INDIA                                17,294 
AUSTRIA                         11,130
RUSSIA                            10,795
ITALY                                    8,909 

Netherlands
GERMANY                     22,584     
ITALY                                    4,814  
CHINA                                  4,547
BELGIUM                           3,620 
UNITED KINGDOM      3,383

Finland
GERMANY                        2,579
RUSSIA                               2,494  
VIETNAM                           2,428
CHINA                                  2,193
SPAIN                                   1,249

France
MOROCCO                     39,855
ALGERIA                         30,521
CHINA                              30,072 
ITALY                                 13,341 
TUNISIA                          12,842

Canada
INDIA                              157,040
CHINA                                96,195
FRANCE                            20,585
UNITED STATES          13,035
SOUTH KOREA             11,840

United States
CHINA                             369,548
INDIA                              202,014
SOUTH KOREA             52,250
SAUDI ARABIA             37,080
CANADA                            26,122

New Zealand
CHINA                              19,290
INDIA                                12,045
UNITED STATES           2,515 
MALAYSIA                        1,740
SOUTH KOREA              1,180

Australia
CHINA                          153,822
INDIA                               72,193
NEPAL                             28,290
VIETNAM                      15,790
MALAYSIA                    14,467

Sweden
GERMANY                        3,720
FINLAND                            2,781
CHINA                                  2,575
FRANCE                              1,910
INDIA                                    1,749

United Kingdom
CHINA                           109,180
UNITED STATES        28,310
INDIA                                19,935
FRANCE                          17,760
GERMANY                     17,520

Spain
ITALY                                15,403
FRANCE                          13,259
UNITED STATES           8,543
GERMANY                         7,501
MEXICO                              7,037

Russia
KAZAKHSTAN              70,699          
CHINA                               29,950
TURKMENISTAN      26,853
UZBEKISTAN               26,628
UKRAINE                        21,141

Japan
CHINA                              86,439                              
VIETNAM                       42,083
NEPAL                              15,329
SOUTH KOREA           14,557
TAIWAN                              7,423

China
SOUTH KOREA           50,600  
THAILAND                     28,608
PAKISTAN                      28,023
INDIA                                23,198
UNITED STATES        20,996

P R OJ ECT  ATL AS  D ATA  P A R T N E R S 

Australia Australian Government Department of          
Education and Training

Canada Canadian Bureau for International Education 
Chile Ministry of Education, Higher Education Division
China China Scholarship Council 
Denmark Danish Agency for Higher Education
Finland Centre for International Mobility
France CampusFrance
Germany The German Academic Exchange Service 
India Association of Indian Universities 
Ireland Education in Ireland
Japan Japan Student Services Organization 
Malaysia Ministry of Higher Education Malaysia
Mexico National Association of Universities and Higher 

Education Institutions 

PROJECT ATLAS® was launched in 2001 by the INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION. The initiative has been supported by the Ford Foundation, the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs (ECA) of the United States Department of State, IIE, and country partners. The goal of this collaborative global project is to share accurate and timely  
data on student mobility at the higher education level, addressing the need for improved research comparability of academic mobility data. Project Atlas also helps strengthen 
data collection capacities worldwide through customized workshops and academic mobility assessment projects. For more on global student mobility data and associated 
research, please visit the Project Atlas website at www.iie.org / Project Atlas.

Figures in this report reflect the most recent  data available by Project Atlas country and data partners at the time of publication. Visit website for details:  www.iie.org / ProjectAltas

Netherlands Netherlands Organization for International 
Cooperation in Higher Education 

Norway Norwegian Centre for International Cooperation  
in Education 

New Zealand New Zealand Ministry of Education
Poland  Polish National Agency for Academic Exchange 
Republic of the Philippines Commission on Higher 

Education 
Russian Federation Center for Sociological Research, 

Ministry of Education and Science
South Africa International Education Association  

of South Africa 
Spain Spanish Service for the Internationalization  

of Education 
Sweden Swedish Institute

United Arab Emirates Ministry of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research 

United Kingdom British Council
United States Institute of International Education 

P R OJ ECT  ATL AS  R E S E A R C H  A F F I L I AT E S

ANIE African Network for Internationalization  
of Education

CIHE Center for International Higher Education,  
Boston College

IAU International Association of Universities
OECD Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 

Development
TECO-NY Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in New York
UIS UNESCO Institute for Statistics

Poland
UKRAINE                        37,829     
BELARUS                          6,044  
INDIA                                   2,987
SPAIN                                  1,889 
TURKEY                              1,807

Chile
COLOMBIA                              672
PERU                                           662
ECUADOR                                 475
VENEZUELA                            411
BOLIVIA                                     277

Norway
GERMANY                        2,180
SWEDEN                           1,610
FRANCE                             1,060
CHINA                                 1,015
DENMARK                             980


